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The  Foreclosure 
Crisis  and  Asian 
Americans 

By  Christopher  Rogacz 


The  foreclosure  crisis  -  the 
pinprick  that  burst  the  financial 
bobble  to  catalyze  the  ongoing 
global  financial  meltdown,  has 
yet  to  reach  its  end,  as  home  val¬ 
ues  continue  to  decline,  leaving 
many  families  owning  a  mort¬ 
gage  that  is  worth  more  that  the 
house  itself. 

While  the  bursting  of  the 
bubble,  and  its  aftershocks,  are 
likely  to  be  felt  by  everyone, 
new  data,  according  to  the  Na¬ 
tional  Coalition  for  Asian  Pacific 
American  Community  Devel¬ 
opment  (National  CAPACD), 
is  disproportionately  affecting 
some  groups,  including  Asian 
Americans,  more  than  others. 

"Foreclosures  are  affecting 
all  of  America's  neighborhoods, 
but  in  particular  the  Asian 
American  families  who  are  part 
of  those  communities,"  said  Lisa 
Hasegawa,  Executive  Director 
of  National  CAPACD.  "The 
Housing  and  Economic  Recovery 
Act  of  2008,  signed  in  July  2008 
by  President  Bush,  was  meant  to 
provide  relief  for  the  vulnerable, 
but  we  are  concerned  that  Asian 
Americans  have  not  been  a  prior¬ 
ity  in  that  relief  effort." 

Hasegwa  continued:  "The 
Asian  American  Pacific  Islander 
community  has  been  mostly 
ignored  in  economic  discussions, 
even  though  their  contribu¬ 
tions  have  helped  to  promote 
America's  long-standing  pros¬ 
perity.  The  sudden  downturn 
of  the  housing  and  community 
development  sectors  has  had  a 
disproportionate  affect  on  AAPIs. 
Lack  of  awareness,  outreach  and 
funding  to  support  our  commu¬ 
nity  could  have  a  devastating, 
long-term  affect  on  our  American 
way  of  life." 

Though  Congress  has  taken 
some  steps  to  deal  with  the  crisis, 
criticism  remains.  The  $700 
billion  bailout,  approved  by  Con¬ 
gress  was  designed  to  increase 
liquidity  in  the  financial  system. 
A  major  problem  facing  the 
economy  is  the  freezing  of  credit, 
in  which  banks,  not  knowing 
who  may  be  the  next  to  go  under, 
refuse  to  lend  money  to  one  an¬ 
other— as  well  as  to  businesses  — 
for  fear  that  they  won't  get  the 
money  back.  The  hope  is  that  the 


government  can  use  the  $700  bil¬ 
lion  to  buy  bad  debt  — mortgages 
that  will  default,  if  they  have  not 
already,  making  the  bailed  out 
firms  less  risky. 

Many  had  called  for  any 
bailout  plan  to  include  direct  aid 
to  homeowners  facing  fore¬ 
closure,  including  the  ability 
to  renegotiate  the  terms  of  a 
mortgage.  Instead,  the  act  calls 
for  the  development  of  "a  plan 
to  mitigate  foreclosures"  and  to 
"encourage  servicers  of  mort¬ 
gages  to  modify  loans."  The 
Treasury  Department  has  yet  to 
outline  details  of  such  a  plan. 

Lisa  Hasegawa  says  that 
"Congress  has  sidestepped 
their  duty  while  the  economy 
sideswipes  America's  working 
families.  Millions  of  American 
homeowners  across  the  country, 
including  thousands  of  Asian 
Americans  and  Pacific  Islanders, 
continue  to  be  in  jeopardy  of  los¬ 
ing  their  share  of  the  American 
Dream. 

"We  urge  Congress  to  hold 
field  hearings  to  better  under¬ 
stand  the  plight  of  homeowners 
nationwide,  invest  in  financial 
counseling  programs  for  at-risk 
communities  in  Asian  and  Pacific 
Islander  languages,  and  estab¬ 
lish  an  oversight  board  for  this 
recovery  package  that  takes  into 
account  the  perspective  of  minor¬ 
ity  communities." 

Here  are  some  facts  about 
homeownership  among  Asian 
Americans  and  Pacific  Islanders, 
and  how  the  foreclosure  crisis 
might  effect  these  communities. 

Homeownership  rates  for 
AAPIs  continue  to  lag  behind 
the  national  average  of  67.8%. 
Among  Asian  Americans  53.2% 
live  in  owner-occupied  housing. 
Among  Native  Hawaiians  and 
other  Pacific  Islanders,  the  figure 
is  even  lower  at  45.5%. 

The  2003  Department  of 
Housing  and  Urban  Develop¬ 
ment  report,  "Discrimination  in 
Metropolitan  Housing  Markets: 
Phase  2  -  Asians  and  Pacific 
Islanders,"  documented  the  fact 
that  AAPIs  face  discrimination 
at  levels  comparable  to  or  higher 
than  other  minority  groups  when 
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New  survey 
shows  Asian 
Americans 
could  play  key 
role  in  election 


Among  Asian  American 
voters,  many  are  supporting 
presidential  candidate  Barack 
Obama,  but  another  sizable  por¬ 
tion  remains  undecided  -  a  devel¬ 
opment  that  could  set  the  stage 
for  Asian  Americans  to  play  a 
pivotal  role  in  the  outcome  of 
the  election,  according  to  a  new 
national  survey  released  today. 

This  groundbreaking  study, 
released  at  a  Washington,  D.C., 
press  conference  this  morning, 
was  conducted  by  researchers 
from  four  leading  universities: 
Rutgers,  The  State  University 
of  New  Jersey;  University  of 
California,  Berkeley  (UC  Berke¬ 
ley);  University  of  California, 
Riverside  (UC  Riverside);  and 
University  of  Southern  California 
(USC). 

The  researchers'  2008  Na¬ 
tional  Asian  American  Survey 
(NAAS)  shows  that  41  percent 
of  Asian  Americans  are  likely  to 
favor  Obama,  while  24  per¬ 
cent  support  John  McCain.  In 
battleground  states,  where  either 
candidate  could  win  on  Election 
Day,  Obama  leads  with  43  per¬ 
cent  of  Asian  Americans  support¬ 
ing  him  and  22  percent  favoring 
McCain. 

Researchers  point  out  that 
a  key  finding  of  the  study  is  the 
high  proportion  of  undecided 
Asian  American  likely  voters:  34 
percent.  Among  the  general  pop¬ 
ulation,  national  polls  conducted 
since  the  major  party  conventions 
show  that  undecided  voters  are 
approximately  8  percent  of  the 
electorate. 

Karthick  Ramakrishnan, 
an  associate  professor  of  po¬ 
litical  science  at  UC  Riverside, 
points  out  that  "with  such  a 
high  proportion  of  undecided 
voters,  Asian  Americans  are  a 
critical  source  of  potential  votes 
for  either  candidate  in  the  final 
weeks  of  the  campaign."  "Even 
in  battleground  states  and  among 
those  Asian  Americans  who  were 
interviewed  in  the  second  half  of 
September,  more  than  30  percent 
were  undecided  between  Barack 
Obama  and  John  McCain,"  he 
says. 
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tough  times? 
actually.  I'm  just  being 
my  usual  stingy  self. 


New  Americans 
Agenda  Meeting 

Three  months  ago,  (July 
9th,  2008)  Governor  Patrick 
signed  Executive  Order 
503  launching  the  New 
Americans  Agenda  (NAA). 
The  NAA  is  a  year  long 
planning  initiative,  which 
aims  to  better  integrate 
refugees  and  immigrants 
into  the  economic  and  civic 
life  of  the  Commonwealth. 
Over  the  next  year,  the  MA 
Office  for  Refugees  and 
Immigrants  (MORI)  and 
the  Governor's  Advisory 
Council  for  Refugees  and 
Immigrants  (GACRI)  will 
develop  a  series  of  policy 
recommendations  on 
integration  challenges  and 
solutions. 

The  information  for  these 
recommendations  will 
come  from  a  series  of  pub¬ 
lic  meetings  across  the  state 
in  addition  to  research, 
interviews  with  experts, 
and  input  from  state  agen¬ 
cies.  These  community 
hearings  and  meetings  will 


be  coordinated  by  the  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  Immigrant  and 
Refugee  Advocacy  Coali¬ 
tion  (MIRA)  in  partnership 
with  ten  local  grassroots 
organizations.  The  public 
meetings  provide  an  op¬ 
portunity  for  individuals 
in  local  communities  to 
share  with  the  Governor's 
Advisory  Council  and 
each  other  their  vision  of 
what  it  would  mean  to 
become  a  more  welcoming 
Commonwealth,  obstacles 
to  integration,  and  pos¬ 
sible  solutions.  Successful 
integration  of  immigrants 
and  refugees  is  vital  to  the 
civic  health  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  as  well  as  its 
ongoing  economic  growth. 
These  public  meetings 
are  a  way  for  community 
groups  and  individuals  to 
provide  valuable  input  on 
this  important  topic. 

The  next  meeting  will  be 
held  on  Monday,  October 
20th,  2008  5:30-7:30pm  at 
Chelsea  High  School,  299 
Everett  Ave  in  Chelsea. 


Chinatown  Master 
Plan  nominations  due 
today 

Nomination  forms  for  the 
Chinatown  Master  Plan 
2010  oversight  commit¬ 
tee  are  due  today,  Friday, 
October  17th.  If  you  have 
indicated  your  interest  in 
serving  on  the  oversight 
committee,  please  submit 
a  nomination  form  by  the 
due  date.  If  you  have  any 
questions  about  the  Chi¬ 
natown  Master  Plan  2010 
or  the  nomination  process, 
please  feel  free  to  email  or 
call  Chinatown  Gateway 
Coalition  coordinator  Kye 
Liang  at  617-357-4499.  For 
more  information  about  the 
project  scope  and  purpose, 
please  visit  the  Chinatown 
Gateway  Coalition's  web¬ 
site  at:  http: / / chinatown- 
gateway.org. 

Correction 

In  the  last  issue  of  the  Sam¬ 
pan,  published  October  3, 
2008,  we  printed  an  article 
written  by  Lydia  Lowe 


discussing  the  impact  of 
race  on  the  election  in  the 
2nd  Suffolk  District,  in 
which  Sonia  Chang-Diaz 
narrowly  defeated  incum¬ 
bent  Diane  Wilkerson  for 
her  party's  nomination. 

The  article  was  run  as  a 
standard  news  article, 
when  it  should  have  run 
as  an  opinion  piece.  While 
the  facts  in  the  article 
are  sound,  the  opinions 
expressed  are  those  of  the 
author,  not  of  Sampan  or  of 
the  Asian  American  Civic 
Association. 

Volunteer  Fair 

On  Saturday,  November 
1,  from  1:00  to  3:00  pm  in 
Boston  Chinatown  (loca¬ 
tion  to  be  determined), 
Asiam  American  com¬ 
munity  organizations  will 
hold  a  fair  to  educate  po¬ 
tential  volunteers.  Present¬ 
ed  by  the  Asian  American 
Resource  Workshop.  For 
information,  call  617-426- 
5313. 


SAMPAN 

A  Publication  of  the  AACA 


www.sampan.org 

87  Tyler  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111;  (617)  426-9492 
Fax:  (617)  482-2316 

English  Section: 

Editor,  reporter,  and  layout:  Christopher  Rogacz 
EnglishEditor@sampan.org 

Contributors:  Lillian  Chan  (comic);  Michael  Tow  (Fi¬ 
nancial  writer);  Cole  Liberator  (Health  writer)  Cody  Yiu 
(writer);  Lydia  Lowe  (writer) 

Chinese  Section: 

Editor,  reporter,  and  layout:  Cody  Yiu 
ChineseEditor@sampan.org 

Translation:  Gong  Quan  Chen,  Anna  Tse,  Ying  X.  Lu 

Marketing  and  Advertising: 

Marketing  Manager,  Ad  seller  and  designer: 

Yu-Ting  Liu 
ads@sampan.org 

Sampan  is  New  England's  only  bilingual  English-Chi- 
nese  newspaper  and  is  published  on  the  first  and  third  Fri¬ 
days  of  the  month.  It  is  nonprofit  and  nonpartisan.  Founded 
in  1972,  Sampan  is  published  by  the  Asian  American  Civic 
Association.  Sampan  is  distributed  free  in  Chinatown  and 
the  Greater  Boston  area.  All  donations  to  the  publication  are 
tax-deductible.  Submissions:  Articles,  letters  to  the  editor, 
calendar  events  and  other  items  should  be  mailed  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  or  faxed  to  (617)  482-2316. 

Subscriptions:  $30/year  (3rd  class  mail);  $60/ year  (1st 
class  mail).  Direct  requests  to  Yu-Ting  Liu,  Ext.  206./ Ad¬ 
vertising:  $12  per  column  inch;  $170  per  quarter  page;  $300 
per  half  page.  Surcharges  apply  for  translation  and/ or  type¬ 
setting. 

Sampan  is  printed  by  Graphic  Developments. 


Election  Day!  ballot  measures  in  Massa- 

Tuesday,  November  4.  chusetts.  For  information 

Voters  will  chose  candi-  on  Ballot  Questions,  visit 

dates  for  national  and  state  www.sec.state.ma.us/ ele/ 

seats.  They  will  also  be  elepip08/pip08idx.htm 
asked  to  vote  on  several 


FENG  SHUI  LIVING 
Bring  Harmony,  Well  Being  and  Prosperity 

into  Your  Home 


54  gorgeous  custom  3,  4  and  5  bedroom  homes  developed  by  Cruz  Companies. 

Feng  shui  models  available.  Homes  priced  from  $399,000. 

Come  experience  how  to  bring  prosperity  and  healing  energy  into  your  life  and 
learn  how  to  design  your  home  with  feng  shui  features!  Leading  national  feng 
shui  expert  and  designer  Lidia  Scher,  will  talk  about  the  benefits  of  living  in  a 
home  with  good  feng  shui  and  will  be  performing  an  ancient  Asian  ritual 
ceremony  "Healing  of  the  Land"  that  cleanses,  heals  and  brings  good  cheer  to 
the  property.  RSVP/Directions:  Cruz  Development  Corp.  (617) 

445-6901.  Please  pre-register  by  October  24th.  Attendees 
will  receive  a  complimentary  copy  of  Karen  Kingston's  book. 

Clear  Your  Clutter  with  Feng  Shui. 

10-11  AM:  HEALING  OF  THE  LAND  CEREMONY  •  11  AM-12  PM:  BRUNCH  AND  NETWORKING  •  12-1  PM&1-2PM:  SEMINARS  &  TOURS  OF  HOMES 

Directions:  Five  minutes  from  Arnold  Arboretum  in  Jamaica  Plain.  Take  Rt.  203/Morton  Street  towards  Lower  Mills/Milton.  Take  left  at  3rd  set  of 
lights,  Harvard  Street.  Stone  wall  marks  entrance. 
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OPINION 


Why  We  Should  Vote  No 
on  Question  1 


By  Lydia  Lowe 

Most  voters  know 
that  November  4  will  be 
the  presidential  election, 
but  many  have  still  not 
heard  about  an  important 
question  on  the  ballot. 
Question  1  on  the  No¬ 
vember  ballot  is  a  binding 
referendum  that  asks  us 
eliminate  the  5.3  percent 
state  income  tax  by  2010. 
This  would  result  in 
elimination  of  $12.7  billion 
of  state  revenue,  or  about 
40  percent  of  the  state's 
budget. 

In  return,  Question 
1  proponents  argue  that 
voters  will  have  extra 
money  in  their  pockets. 
But  only  the  wealthi¬ 
est  sector  of  taxpayers 
would  stand  to  gain 
from  this  proposal.  The 
vast  majority  of  working 
class  families  would  save 
very  little,  while  experts 
estimate  that  some  key 
human  services  could  be 
slashed  by  as  much  as  70 
percent,  since  some  parts 
of  the  state  budget  cannot 
be  cut.  Many  Chinese  im¬ 
migrants  are  low-income 
and  pay  little  or  no  state 
income  tax,  but  do  receive 
important  state  services 


that  would  be  slashed  or 
lost. 

In  fact,  income  tax  is 
the  most  progressive  way 
for  government  to  raise 
revenue.  Sales  tax,  the 
state  lottery,  and  property 
tax  place  a  higher  burden 
on  working  families  and 
the  poor.  But  these  taxes 
and  other  fees  would  need 
to  be  raised  to  make  up  for 
the  loss  of  income  if  Ques¬ 
tion  1  goes  through.  Fur¬ 
thermore,  the  U.S.  Census 
Bureau  says  Massachusetts 
residents  pay  less  of  their 
income  for  state  and  local 
public  purposes  than  resi¬ 
dents  of  35  other  states. 

What  are  some  of 
the  services  that  we  need 
from  our  state  budget? 
State-funded  health  care, 
affordable  housing,  road 
maintenance,  repair  of 
school  buildings,  law 
enforcement,  food  inspec¬ 
tion,  workplace  safety,  care 
for  troubled  children,  and 
much  more. 

State  local  aid  funds 
also  go  to  support  city  bud¬ 
gets,  which  pay  for  schools, 
public  safety,  street  clean¬ 
ing,  trash  removal,  and 
other  daily  services. 


When  a  similar  ques¬ 
tion  was  on  the  ballot  six 
years  ago,  44  percent  of 
voters  voted  in  favor  with 
very  little  campaigning. 
This  year,  many  voters  are 
angry  at  government  be¬ 
cause  of  the  huge  $700  bil¬ 
lion  bailout  of  the  banks 
and  lending  institutions. 
But  expressing  our  anger 
by  eliminating  the  state 
income  tax  would  only 
hurt  our  own  communi¬ 
ties  more! 

That  is  why  a  broad 
coalition  of  business, 
labor,  civic  and  commu¬ 
nity  groups  is  rallying  to 
defeat  the  idea. 

So,  don't  forget  to 
vote  on  November  4th 
and  vote  NO  on  Question 
One,  at  the  bottom  of  your 
ballot. 

The  polls  will  be 
open  from  7  am  to  8  pm. 
To  find  out  your  polling 
place,  call  CPA  617- 
357-4499  or  go  to  www. 
wheredoivotema.com 
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The  multi-ethnic,  multi-lingual  survey 
of  more  than  4,000  Asian  Americans  likely 
to  vote  in  the  election  was  conducted  from 
Aug.  18  to  Sept.  26.  It  is  the  most  com¬ 
prehensive  survey  to  date  of  the  political 
views  of  Asian  Americans,  with  interviews 
conducted  in  English,  Cantonese,  Manda¬ 
rin,  Hindi,  Japanese,  Korean,  Tagalog  and 
Vietnamese. 

Janelle  Wong,  an  associate  professor 
of  political  science  at  USC,  says  that  "most 
national  polls  cannot  report  the  preferenc¬ 
es  of  these  likely  voters  because  they  do 
not  interview  in  multiple  languages,  and 
the  number  of  interviews  they  conduct 
among  Asian  Americans  is  very  small." 

By  drawing  on  the  knowledge  of 
political  scientists  with  expertise  in  survey 
research  and  ethnic  politics,  and  with  sup¬ 
port  from  several  foundations,  the  NAAS 
data  provide  insight  about  Asian  Ameri¬ 
cans  as  a  whole,  the  researchers  say,  as 
well  as  about  their  six  largest  ethnic  sub¬ 
groups:  Asian  Indians,  Chinese,  Filipinos, 
Japanese,  Koreans  and  Vietnamese. 

The  research  shows  that  support  for 
the  candidates  does  vary  by  Asian  Ameri¬ 
can  ethnic  groups.  Among  those  who  have 
made  up  their  mind  on  a  candidate,  two- 
thirds  of  Vietnamese  Americans  support 
McCain;  Japanese  Americans,  Chinese 
Americans,  and  Indian  Americans  support 
Obama  by  more  than  a  three-to-one  ratio; 
and  Korean  and  Filipino  Americans  who 
are  likely  voters  also  support  Obama  over 
McCain,  but  the  gap  is  much  smaller,  with 
ratios  less  than  1.4  to  1. 

Many  of  the  differences  can  be  attrib¬ 
uted  to  party  affiliation,  according  to  the 
researchers.  Vietnamese  Americans  iden¬ 
tify  with  the  Republican  Party  over  the 
Democratic  Party  by  nearly  a  two-to-one 
ratio,  while  the  opposite  is  true  for  other 
ethnic  groups  such  as  Indian  Americans 
and  Chinese  Americans. 

Still,  as  UC  Berkeley  associate  profes¬ 
sor  of  political  science  Taeku  Lee  says,  "A 
very  large  number  of  Asian  Americans  are 
non-partisan.  The  Asian  American  vote 
is  very  much  up  for  grabs:  Non-partisans 
who  see  either  the  Democratic  or  Republi¬ 


can  party  as  closer  to  them  on  issues  that 
matter  to  them  are  much  likelier  to  vote 
for  that  party's  candidate." 

Among  the  survey's  other  findings: 

The  majority  of  Asian  Americans 
who  voted  in  the  primary  supported  Hill¬ 
ary  Clinton  over  Obama  by  nearly  2  to  1; 
but  59%  of  Clinton  supporters  now  plan 
to  vote  for  Obama  and  10  percent  support 
McCain. 

About  80  percent  of  likely  voters 
who  are  Asian  American  list  the  economy 
as  one  of  the  most  important  problems 
the  nation  faces,  followed  by  the  war  in 
Iraq.  On  both  issues,  there  are  strongly 
divided  opinions  between  Obama  and 
McCain  supporters.  "Even  as  the  Iraq 
war  has  receded  from  the  headlines  as 
concerns  about  the  economy  have  be¬ 
come  more  prominent,  the  war  still  plays 
a  powerful  role  in  the  Asian  American 
choice  for  president,"  says  Jane  Junn,  an 
associate  professor  of  political  science  at 
Rutgers. 

Overall,  32  percent  of  all  Asian 
Americans  identify  themselves  as 
Democrats;  14  percent  as  Republicans;  19 
percent  as  independents;  and  35  percent 
as  nonpartisan,  not  fitting  into  any  of  the 
major  party  categories. 

One  third  of  Asian  American  citizens 
get  informed  about  politics  from  Asian- 
language  television  and  newspapers, 
and  more  than  one  in  four  (28%)  say  they 
would  use  Asian-language  ballot  materi¬ 
als. 

Next  to  Latinos,  Asian  Americans 
are  the  fastest  growing  share  of  the  U.S. 
population.  Currently,  they  comprise  5 
percent  of  the  population  and,  according 
to  the  researchers,  will  likely  play  a  sig¬ 
nificant  role  in  battleground  states  such 
as  Virginia,  Nevada  and  Washington, 
where  they  account  for  5  percent  or  more 
of  the  population.  Even  in  states  such  as 
Colorado,  Ohio  and  Florida,  where  they 
are  less  numerous,  Asian  Americans 
may  provide  the  margin  of  victory,  the 
researchers  said. 

The  full  NAAS  report,  including 
information  on  the  survey  methodology 
used,  will  be  posted  online  at:  http:// 
www.naasurvey.com/ 
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searching  for  housing. 

According  to  research  conducted 
by  the  National  Association  of  Realtors, 
the  use  of  sub-prime  loans  among  Asian 
Americans  grew  by  181%  from  2004  to 
2005.  As  a  result,  many  borrowers  are 
placed  in  risky  mortgage  products.  A 
study  conducted  by  the  National  Com¬ 
munity  Reinvestment  Coalition  found 
that  middle  or  upper  levels  do  not  shield 
minorities  from  receiving  a  poorly  under¬ 
written,  high-cost  loan. 

In  specific  metropolitan  statistical 
areas,  including  in  Massachusetts,  Asian 
American  borrowers  were  significantly 
more  likely  to  receive  a  high  cost  loan  than 
White  borrowers. 

22%  of  loans  to  Asian  Americans  and 
33%  of  loans  to  Native  Hawaiians  and 
Pacific  Islanders  were  high  cbst  loans. 

Out  of  $144.4  billion  in  all  loans  made 
to  Asian  American,  $27.2  billion  were  high 
cost  loans.  It  is  estimated  that  almost  $6.5 
billion  in  loans  are  at  risk  of  foreclosure  in 
AAPI  communities  nationwide. 

Few  banks  offer  linguistically  and  cul¬ 
turally  competent  information  or  services 
for  AAPI  immigrant  communities.  In 
ethnic  enclaves,  this  is  less  true,  including 


in  Boston's  Chinatown,  where  the  local 
branches  of  Bank  of  American  and  Sover¬ 
eign,  for  example,  each  have  information 
in  Chinese,  as  well  as  Chinese-speaking 
members  of  staff.  Cathay  Bank,  which 
provides  similarly  linguistically  appropri¬ 
ate  banking  services,  also  has  a  presence  in 
Chinatown.  However,  overall,  borrowers 
with  limited  understanding  of  credit  and 
financial  institutions  and  limited  credit 
histories  can  be  penalized  or  treated  ineq¬ 
uitably  by  traditional  mortgage  lending 
processes  even  if  they  may  be  creditwor¬ 
thy.  These  are  still  very  few  linguistically 
and  culturally  competent  housing  counsel¬ 
ors  and  financial  education  programs  that 
specifically  target  diverse  AAPI  communi¬ 
ties. 

This  economic  slowdown,  we  are 
beginning  to  learn,  will  not  end  quickly. 
There  are  major  system-wide  problems 
that  caused  this  bubble  and  its  eventual 
bursting.  Addressing  them  will  require 
more  than  tweaking  the  tax  code  here  and 
there,  more  than  adding  regulations.  A 
cultural  change,  several  commentators 
have  noted,  will  be  necessary.  Americans 
will  have  to  reacquaint  themselves  to  a 
world  without  easy  credit,  with  spend¬ 
ing  within  one's  means,  saving,  and  easy 
money  without  risk. 


Despite  the  rain,  people  showed  up  in  large  numbers  to  participate  in  the  Quincy  Medical  Center 
Cancer  Walk  on  September  28.  So  far  this  year,  QMC  raised  over  $193,000  (and  still  counting) 
for  the  Marie  A  Curry  Fund  to  benefit  cancer  screenings,  education  and  medical  equipment  at  the 
Quincy  Medical  Center.  Photo  by  Lola  Tom 

Harvard  China  Care  Benefit  Dinner 


As  part  of  its  many  endeavors  to 
improve  the  lives  of  orphans  in  China, 
Harvard  China  Care  will  host  its  Third 
Annual  Fall  Benefit  and  Silent  Auction  on 
November  12,  featuring  award-winning 
documentary  filmmaker  Thomas  Lennon. 

Few  college  organizations  can  say 
their  work  directly  impacts  the  lives  of 
thousands  of  orphans  in  China;  for  Har¬ 
vard  China  Care  (HCC),  an  undergradu¬ 
ate  student  group  that  has  to  date  raised 
nearly  $200,000  for  special-needs  orphans, 
making  that  claim  is  no  exaggeration. 

HCC  supports  the  basic  operational  costs 
and  surgery  requests  for  orphanages  and 
children's  homes  throughout  China,  serv¬ 
ing  for  four  years  as  the  primary  sponsor 
for  Saiqi  Orphanage,  a  private  orphan¬ 
age  single-handedly  run  by  one  woman. 
HCC's  fundraising  also  supports  an 
extensive  summer  internship  program  that 
sends  volunteers  from  Harvard  to  work 
at  orphanages  around  China,  as  well  as 
domestic  programs  provided  at  no  charge 
for  the  greater  Boston  community  includ¬ 
ing  bi-weekly  playgroups  and  mentoring 
events  for  children  adopted  from  China 
and  their  families. 

In  collaboration  with  The  Jenzabar 
Foundation,  HCC's  most  recent  proj¬ 
ect  provides  direct  funding  toward  the 
creation  and  operational  costs  of  a  China 
Care  Children's  Home  in  Baoji,  Shanxi 
Province,  which  opened  last  November 
and  provides  care  to  the  smallest  and 
weakest  children  from  surrounding 
welfare  institutions.  Located  on  the  fourth 
floor  of  the  Baoji  Social  Welfare  Institute, 


the  home  has  already  provided  care  to 
more  than  40  infants,  and  five  have  been 
or  are  in  the  process  of  being  adopted.  All 
proceeds  from  this  year's  Fall  Benefit  will 
go  toward  this  initiative. 

Last  year's  Fall  Benefit,  which  fea¬ 
tured  a  fashion  show  hosted  by  interna¬ 
tionally  renowned  designer  Anne  Namba, 
raised  over  $76,000,  and  HCC  is  excited  to 
take  this  year's  benefit  in  a  new  direction. 
This  year,  the  black-tie  charity  event  will 
take  place  on  Wednesday,  November  12, 
2008,  in  the  beautiful  and  historic  Lenox 
Hotel  in  Boston.  The  event  will  feature 
distinguished  documentary  filmmaker 
Thomas  Lennon,  winner  of  an  Academy 
Award,  a  duPoint-Columbia  award,  two 
George  Foster  Peabody  and  Writers' 

Guild  awards,  and  two  national  Emmys. 

In  recent  years  his  work  has  focused  on 
health,  leading  him  to  launch  a  nationwide 
campaign  to  raise  awareness  of  AIDS  in 
China.  In  his  Oscar- winning  documentary 
The  Blood  of  Yingzhou  District,  Lennon 
highlighted  the  heartbreaking  —  and  un¬ 
necessary-suffering  endured  by  orphans 
due  to  misinformation. 

The  Fall  Benefit  will  also  feature  a  si¬ 
lent  auction  with  items  ranging  from  jew¬ 
elry  and  gift  certificates  to  local  businesses, 
to  hotel  packages,  to  artwork  created  by 
the  very  children  we  support. 

For  more  information  about  this  event 
and  Harvard  China  Care,  please  visit 
our  website  at  http:// www.hcs.harvard. 
edu/~care/08dinner.html  or  contact 
Sherri  Geng  at  care@hcs.harvard.edu. 
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Lesley  Ellis  School 


CONFIDENCE.  COMMUNITY.  CURIOSITY. 


Lesley  Ellis  School  in  Arlington,  MA 
is  an  affordable,  independent 
school  (Preschool  -  Grade  5) 
offering  a  nationally  recognized 
progressive,  anti-bias  education 
with  ambitious  goals  for  learning. 


@5>S &J 


Saturday,  November  1 
9:30-1 1:00  a.m. 


Now  accepting  applications  for  the  2009-201 0  school  year. 


-  STRONG  ACADEMICS.  ART.  SPANISH.  MUSIC.  LIBRARY.  YOGAt 


41  Foster  Street,  Arlington,  MA  02474 
781-641-1346/  www.lesleyellis.org 


Tufts 

UNIVERSITY 


Tufts  Neighborhood  Service  Fund  (TNSF) 
Request  for  Proposals 

The  Tufts  Neighborhood  Service  Fund  is  soliciting  requests  for  financial 
support.  Charitable,  tax-exempt,  community-based  organizations  located  in 
Boston’s  Chinatown  or  serving  Chinatown  residents  are  eligible  to  apply.  An 
eligible  organization  must  be  able  to  demonstrate  that  members  of  the  Tufts 
University  community  are  involved  with  the  organization  as  volunteers. 
Interested  parties  should  contact  Community  Relations  at  (617)  627-3780 
or  visit  http://ur.tufts.edu/communitv/  for  an  application.  Applications  are  due 
on  November  24,  2008.  Awards  will  be  announced  before  the  New  Year. 


ZONING  HEARING 


The  Zoning  Commission  of  the  City  of  Boston  hereby  gives  notice,  in  accordance 
with  Chapter  665  of  the  Acts  of  1956,  as  amended,  that  a  public  hearing  will  be 
held  on  November  5,  2008,  at  9:00  AM,  in  Room  900,  Boston  City  Hall,  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  Text  Amendment  Application  No.  397,  Map  Amendment  Application  No. 
564  and  an  application  for  the  Development  Plan  for  Planned  Development  Area 
No.  73,  Parcel  24,  Chinatown,  filed  by  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  on  be¬ 
half  of  Parcel  24,  LLC. 

Said  text  application  would  amend  Article  43,  Chinatown  District,  by  (1)  inserting 
new  references  to  the  proposed  Residential  Chinatown  PDA  Area  I  and  Residential 
Chinatown  PDA  Area  II;  (2)  establishing  height  and  FAR  regulations  for  said  pro¬ 
posed  PDA  Areas;  (3)  amend  the  section  of  Article  43  with  respect  to  Development 
Plan  Approval  for  Creation  of  Affordable  Housing  and;  (4)  also  amend  the  General 
Design  and  Environmental  Impact  Standards  for  Planned  Development  Areas 
with  respect  to  wind.  Said  map  application  would  amend  Map  1G,  Chinatown,  by 
(1)  changing  the  existing  boundary  of  the  Residential  Chinatown  Subdistrict  by 
adding  approximately  65,422  square  feet  of  land  bounded  to  the  west  by  Hudson 
Street,  to  the  north  by  Kneeland  Street,  to  the  east  by  the  Albany  Street  Extension 
and  to  the  south  by  a  point  on  Hudson  Street  across  from  and  beyond  Tai  Tung 
Street  ;  (2)  creating  Residential  Chinatown  PDA  Area  I  and  Residential  Chinatown 
PDA  Area  II,  within  the  Chinatown  Residential  Subdistrict;  and  (3)  by  adding  the 
designation  “D”,  indicating  a  Planned  Development  Area  overly  district  to  approxi¬ 
mately  65,422  square  feet  bounded  to  the  west  by  Hudson  Street,  to  the  north  by 
Kneeland  Street,  to  the  east  by  the  Albany  Street  Extension  and  to  the  south  by  a 
point  on  Hudson  Street  across  from  and  beyond  Tai  Tung  Street.  Said  Develop¬ 
ment  Plan  for  Parcel  24  proposes  a  mixed-use  development  that  consists  of  three 
hundred  twenty-five  (325)  residential  units,  5,500  square  feet  of  commercial/ retail 
space,  6,000  square  feet  of  community  space,  one  hundred  sixty-five  (165)  park¬ 
ing  spaces  in  a  below- grade  parking  garage,  and  related  site  improvements  on  Par¬ 
cel  24. 

* 

Copies  of  the  Development  Plan,  the  petitions  and  a  map  of  the  area  involved  may 
be  viewed  at  the  office  of  the  Zoning  Commission,  Room  953C,  Boston  City  Hall, 
between  9  AM  and  5  PM  any  day  except  Saturdays,  Sundays,  and  legal  holidays. 


For  the  Commission, 

Jeffrey  M.  Hampton,  Secretary _ ^ 


YOUR  AD  CAN  BE  HERE. 

CALL  SAMPAN  NEWSPAPER 
ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT  NOW! 
617-426-9492  X206 
OR  EMAIL  YOUR  AD  TO 
ADS@SAMPAN.ORG 


YOUR  HOUSING  AD 
CAN  BE  HERE. 

CALL  617-426-9492 
X206  NOW. 


submit  articles  to  the 

sampan. 

617.426.9492x207 

englisheditor@sampan.org 


SUBSCRIBE  TO  THE  SAMPAN 

Get  home  delivery  of  New  England’s  only  bilingual 
English  and  Chinese  newspaper. 
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What  should  I  do  in  this 
Financial  Crisis?  (Part  II) 


Genotyping:  A  Golden  Age 
Coming  ‘Round? 


By  Michael  C.  Tow 


By  Cole  Liberator 


While  writing  of  this  article  the  Dow 
Jones  Industrial  Average  is  at  8577,  down 
39%  from  its  high  of  14164  in  October 
2007.  Many  people  have  lost  a  lot  of  mon¬ 
ey  in  their  investment  accounts,  college 
savings  accounts  and  retirement  and  401k 
accounts.  Now  is  a  very  uncertain  and 
scary  time.  Most  economists  say  that  we 
are  in  a  recession.  A  recession  is  defined  as 
being  a  period  of  two  quarters  pf  negative 
GDP  growth.  An  average  recession  lasts 
about  10  months  and  protracted  recessions 
have  lasted  two  years.  What  are  some 
things  that  we  can  do  to  protect  ourselves 
and  our  families  from  a  prolonged  eco¬ 
nomic  downturn? 

This  is  a  time  to  be  careful  with  your 
spending.  Maybe  the  impact  of  the  reces¬ 
sion  hasn't  hit  you,  yet  but  in  all  likeli¬ 
hood  it  will.  Here  is  a  chance  to  prepare 
yourself  before  it  does  impact  you.  Reduce 
your  spending  and  focus  more  on  savings. 
Think  twice  about  big  purchases  and  cut 
out  the  impulse  buying.  If  you  have  out¬ 
standing  credit  card  debt,  now  is  the  time 
to  go  into  overdrive  to  pay  them  down. 
Spending  habits  are  very  hard  to  break, 
but  now  during  these  tough  economic 
times  is  as  a  good  a  time  to  start. 

Build  up  your  emergency  fund.  An 
emergency  fund  has  6  months  or  more  of 
total  expenses  saved  in  the  bank.  This  way 
if  your  company  gets  downsized  and  you 
lose  your  job,  you  and  your  family  will 
have  a  nest  egg  to  fall  back  on.  With  an 
adequate  emergency  fund,  it  allows  you  to 
have  a  lot  more  flexibility  and  options.  If 
you  get  laid  off,  with  an  adequate  emer¬ 
gency  fund,  you  won't  be  forced  to  take 
the  first  offer  that  comes  your  way.  If  the 
recessionis  longer  than  expected  then  an 
adequate  emergency  fund  will  provide 


that  bridge  until  you  find  a  new  job.  The 
best  case  scenario  is  that  you  weather 
these  tough  times  relatively  unscathed  and 
don't  have  to  touch  any  of  your  emer¬ 
gency  funds. 

Now  is  also  the  time  to  sit  down  with 
your  Certified  Financial  Planner  ™  and  re¬ 
visit  your  financial  goals  and  plans.  Make 
sure  with  the  significant  pullback  in  the 
markets  that  your  retirement  and  college 
plans  for  your  children  are  still  on  track. 
Have  him  or  her  review  your  investments 
to  make  sure  the  asset  allocation  mix  is 
correct  and  is  suitable  for  the  continued 
turmoil  that  may  lie  ahead. 

The  economic  situation  dominated 
the  final  presidential  debate  as  the  most 
discussed  topic.  Barack  Obama  called  this 
the  worst  economic  times  since  the  Great 
Depression.  With  all  this  doom  and  gloom 
we  have  to  remind  ourselves  that  the  econ¬ 
omy  goes  in  cycles.  We  have  good  times 
and  bad  times.  When  we  are  in  the  bad 
times,  we  need  to  make  sure  we  prepare 
ourselves  in  whatever  way  we  can  to  get 
through  these  tough  times.  There  is  a  light 
at  the  end  of  the  tunnel.  It  may  seem  like 
its  miles  away,  but  we  will  get  through  it 
together. 

If  you  have  a  topic  that  you  would 
like  me  to  discuss  in  a  future  article  please 
email  me  at  mtow@newbostonfinancial. 
com. 

CERTIFIED  FINANCIAL  PLANNER 
™,  Michael  Tow  is  President  of  New  Boston 
Financial.  He  is  a  registered  representative 
of,  and  offers  securities  and  advisory  services 
through  Commonwealth  Financial  Network-  a 
member  firm  of  FINRA/SIPC  and  a  Registered 
Investment  Adviser.  He  is  located  at  58  Har¬ 
vard  St,  Brookline  and  can  be  reached  at  617- 
734-4400  or  www.newbostonfinancial.com 


BCNC  Receives  Grant  for 
Early  Education 


Boston  Chinatown  Neighborhood 
Center  received  a  $5,000  grant  from 
Children's  Trust  Fund  (CTF)  of  Massachu¬ 
setts  to  fund  a  parenting  education  and 
support  program  at  the  Acorn  Center  for 
Early  Education  and  Care. 

The  program  will  support  Asian 
American  families  with  children  ages 
birth  through  6  years  olds  enrolled  in  the 
childcare  center.  For  information  about 
the  program,  contact  Boston  Chinatown 
Neighborhood  Center  at  (617)  635-5129. 

CTF  awarded  grants  to  35  commu¬ 
nity-based  organizations  statewide  to  fund 
parenting  education  and  support  pro¬ 
grams.  These  programs  help  mothers  and 
fathers  increase  their  knowledge  about 
parenting  and  child  development  and 
develop  their  own  community-based  sup¬ 
port  networks.  Last  year,  approximately 
750  parents  and  950  children  benefited 


from  programs  supported  by  CTF  grants. 

"All  parents  love  their  children  and 
want  what's  best  for  them,"  says  Suzin 
Bartley,  executive  director  of  the  Chil¬ 
dren's  Trust  Fund.  "Parenting  education 
programs  help  them  achieve  that  goal  by 
providing  the  tools  to  handle  the  tough  job 
of  being  a  mom  or  dad." 

The  Children's  Trust  Fund  leads 
statewide  efforts  to  prevent  child  abuse 
and  neglect  by  supporting  parents  and 
strengthening  families.  It  funds,  evalu¬ 
ates,  and  promotes  the  work  of  over  100 
community-based  agencies  and  operates 
an  online  parenting  information  resource 
at  www.c5neToughJob.org.  Supported  by 
private,  state,  and  federal  funding,  CTF 
invests  in  Massachusetts'  most  precious 
resource  -  children  and  their  families.  For 
more  information,  visit  www.mctf.org  or 
call  (888)  775-4KID. 


The  Fight  against  Teen 
Dating  Violence 


October  is  Domestic  Violence  Aware¬ 
ness  Month  and  the  Asian  Task  Force 
Against  Domestic  Violence,  in  addition  to 
community  involvement  towards  elimi¬ 
nating  domestic  violence  among  the  Asian 
community,  has  also  implemented  a  teen 
dating  violence  prevention  curriculum 
to  educate  the  younger  generation  of  the 
threat  and  danger  of  domestic  violence. 

This  curriculum  entitled  WAVE 
(Waves  of  Asian  Voices  Emerging),  started 
as  a  collaborative  effort  with  the  Boston 
Asian  Youth  Essential  Services  in  2001  to 
address  issues  of  domestic  Violence  and 
teen  dating  violence  through  culturally- 
appropriate  dialogue  with  Asian/ Immi¬ 
grant  youth.  Since  then,  WAVE  has  ex¬ 


panded  into  an  interactive  and  educational 
curriculum  called  Teen  Dating  Violence 
for  both  Asian  and  Non- Asian  Youth.  The 
Teen  Dating  Violence  (TDV)  curriculum  is 
divided  into  five  sessions  covering  topics 
of:  Teen  Dating  Violence  101;  Healthy 
vs.  Unhealthy  Relationships;  Gender  and 
Media;  Social  Justice  and  Anti-oppres¬ 
sion;  and  Train  the  Trainer:  Teen  Dating 
Violence. 

As  of  2008,  ATASK  along  with  TDV 
has  worked  with  18  schools  and  youth 
groups  around  Boston  and  reached  over 
400  students  annually.  Sarah  O'Donnell, 
the  Safe  and  Drug  Free  Schools  Teacher 
Specialist  for  Boston  Public  Schools,  is 
a  critical  partner  in  ATASK's  success. 


It  took  13  years  and  over  a  billion 
dollars  to  sequence  the  first  genome.  As 
of  next  year  a  person's  genome  could  be 
obtained  for  $5,000  and  one  day  in  the  lab. 
Over  the  years  the  advances  in  the  person¬ 
al  genetic  market  have  been  both  dramatic 
and  rapid.  Costs  and  testing  lengths  have 
been  slashed  while  sensitivity  has  been 
improved.  The  reason?  Well  there  are 
two.  The  first,  more  humanitarian  reason 
is  that  the  unlocked  genome  offers  the 
medical  community  the  opportunity  for 
some  amazing  advances.  The  second,  less 
altruistic  goal  is  that  genes  could  be  very 
profitable. 

There  are  billions  of  genomes  out 
there  and  thus  billions  of  possible  clients. 

As  a  result  several  companies  have  joined 
the  movement  to  offer  quick,  affordable 
genomic  information.  Recently  this  "per¬ 
sonalized  genotyping"  has  been  pioneered 
by  companies  such  as  23andMe,  Navigen-  * 
ics  and  deCODEme.  These  companies  of¬ 
fer  sequencing  of  parts  of  a  person's  DNA 
known  as  SNP' s.  They  are  single  base  pair 
mutations  at  a  specific  point  in  the  genome 
and  the  most  common  type  of  genetic 
variation.  The  presence  or  absence  of 
these  SNPs  has  been  linked  to  the  preva¬ 
lence  of  many  types  of  disorders  including 
obesity  and  certain  types  of  cancer. 

Most  recently,  companies  have  been 
moving  beyond  SNPs,  instead  identifying 
the  entire  genome  for  willing  custom¬ 
ers.  A  company  located  in  Cambridge, 
Massachusetts  called  Knome  has  made  its 
services  available  to  the  public.  For  a  mere 
$350,000  the  company  will  sequence  the 
whole  genome  down  to  the  last  nucleotide. 
And  a  more  affordable  complete  genome 
could  be  just  around  the  comer.  Complete 
Genomics  has  just  come  out  with  the  bold 
claim  that  they  will  be  offering  a  $5,000 
genome  in  2009.  Although  the  initial 
clients  they  are  targeting  are  pharmaceuti¬ 
cal  companies  and  biotechs,  if  successful 
we  could  see  the  first  relatively  affordable 
personalized  genome  ever. 

What  does  this  mean?  The  possibili¬ 
ties  are  awe-inspiring.  Billions  of  dollars 
are  being  poured  into  research  for  cancer 
and  Alzheimer's  disease  with  limited 
results.  We  seem  to  have  hit  a  crossroads 
in  medicine  where  the  entire  approach  to 
disease  treatment  might  need  to  change. 

The  cheap  genome  could  do  just  this  by 
ushering  in  a  new  era  of  preventative 
medicine. 

Imagine  being  able  to  predict  the  like¬ 
lihood  of  developing  heart  disease  when 
you  are  just  twenty  years  old.  Would  you 
still  eat  that  cheeseburger  from  McDon¬ 
ald's?  One  day  you  could  walk  into  your 
doctor's  office,  hand  him  a  card  with  your 
genome  on  it,  and  he  will  be  able  to  tailor 
a  medical  regimen  specifically  for  you. 

With  this  power  we  can  be  more  proactive 
about  medicine  and  be  able  to  treat  more 
effectively  and  cheaply.  Healthcare  costs 
could  drop  as  both  life  expectancy  and  life 
quality  could  go  up. 

But  will  this  be  the  key  to  the  foun¬ 
tain  of  youth?  The  short  answer  is  "no". 


"ATASK  has  been  working  to  educate 
middle  and  high  school  students  around 
teen  dating  violence  for  many  years. 

In  their  "prevention"  effort  they  teach 
students  early  warning  signs  of  unhealthy 
relationships  and  what  healthy,  respect¬ 
ful  relationships  look  like.  At  a  time  when 
there  has  been  an  "alarming  increase"  in 
domestic  violence  deaths,  ATASK  primary 
prevention  education  is  working  to  keep 
our  middle  and  high  school  students  safe 
by  recognizing  "early  warning  signs  of 
abuse".  O'Donnell  went  on  to  comment 
"ATASK  has  conducted  informative 
workshops  for  school  staff  so  they  may 
understand  and  respond  to  symptoms  of 
teen  dating  violence.  From  classroom  pre¬ 
sentations  to  staff  trainings,  and  student 
workshops,  their  work  is  invaluable  in 


While  we  may  be  able  to  prolong  and  im¬ 
prove  life,  preventative  medicine  will  not 
cure  diseases.  But  the  genome  will  also 
help  with  this.  By  genotyping  patients  in 
clinical  trials  research  institutes  and  com¬ 
panies  will  better  understand  why  their 
drug  worked  in  one  person  as  opposed  to 
another.  And  with  that  information  they 
will  be  able  to  better  target  the  population 
that  will  benefit  from  treatment.  Research 
would  make  dramatic  strides  because  they 
will  understand  their  patient  to  a  level  that 
Hippocrates  could  only  dream  of. 

Understanding  is  a  funny  thing, 
however.  It  is  rarely  omnipotent  and  that 
is  absolutely  true  for  the  genome.  While 
scientists  have  the  key  they  are  still  unsure 
of  what  is  behind  the  door.  Only  a  frac¬ 
tion  of  our  genes  have  been  functionally 
identified.  This  means  that  the  much  of 
the  full  genome  report  will  be  meaning¬ 
less.  However  it  will  only  be  a  matter 
of  time  before  new  discoveries  link  new 
genes  to  new  functions.  How  will  patients 
handle  this  new  data?  In  this  technology 
age,  information  has  never  been  so  easily 
accessible.  Will  one  paper  that  links  lung 
cancer  to  an  abnormality  in  chromosome 
4  cause  patients  with  that  sequence  to  run 
to  their  doctors  in  fear?  Is  one  finding 
enough  to  prove  a  connection?  For  many 
patients  it  might  be  even  if  some  doctors 
may  disagree. 

In  addition  there  are  social  and  ethi¬ 
cal  aspects  to  address.  If  you  know  your 
genetic  code  how  long  will  it  be  before 
your  employer,  healthcare  company  or 
life  insurance  provider  also  knows?  This 
could  mean  higher  healthcare  premiums 
and  life  insurance  policies  for  patients 
that  are  genetically  predisposed  to  certain 
diseases. 

The  government  has  realized  these 
issues  and  is  already  taking  steps  to  regu¬ 
late  the  flow  of  genetic  information.  The 
federal  government  passed  the  Genetic  In¬ 
formation  Nondiscrimination  Act(GINA). 
This  law  helps  to  protect  individuals  from 
being  discriminated  against  by  companies 
based  on  their  genetic  code. 

Individual  states  have  gone  further, 
taking  steps  to  prevent  the  disbursement 
of  genetic  information  to  personal  clients. 
But  recent  news  out  of  California  could  be 
an  indicator  of  things  to  come.  In  August 
the  California  government  reversed  its 
decision  to  prevent  the  selling  of  genetic 
information  directly  to  consumers.  Now 
Californians  will  have  the  opportunity  to 
test  their  genetic  mettle  through  two  com¬ 
panies,  Navigenics  and  23andMe. 

What  California  realized  is  that  a  new 
age  is  coming  and  anyone  will  be  hard 
pressed  to  stop  it.  However  whether  this 
age  will  be  described  as  "golden"  or  with 
a  less  flattering  adjective  will  be  largely 
dependent  upon  how  we  handle  the  new 
information.  With  great  knowledge  comes 
great  responsibility  on  all  our  parts.  The. 
genetic  code  will  certainly  test  this  expres¬ 
sion. 

Article  funded  through  Asian  Health 
Initiative  of  Tufts  Medical  Center 


violence  prevention." 

ATASK  continues  to  expand  its  com¬ 
munity  involvement  every  year.  Now  with 
the  issue  of  teen  education  in  domestic 
violence  gaining  steam,  Qingjian  Shi,  the 
Educator  and  Outreach  coordinator  of  the 
TDV  curriculum  is  excited  that  the  issue 
of  teen  domestic  violence  is  finally  being 
recognized  on  a  national  scale:  "Domestic 
Violence  Education  has  been  long  over¬ 
due,  and  I  am  glad  that  schools  are  finally 
taking  notice  concerning  the  prevention  of 
this  serious  matter."  Linda  Chin,  President 
of  ATASK  also  commented  by  stating:  "I 
am  pleased  that  ATASK  is  taking  initia¬ 
tive  in  getting  the  younger  generation 
involved  —  they  are  the  future  advocates  in 
this  fight  to  eliminate  domestic  violence." 
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Mount  Vernon 

Restaurant  &  Pub 


TWIN 


Saturday,  Sunday, 
and  Monday 


A  VAHABU  AT  BOTH  OF  OUBIOCA  TIONf! 


14  Broadway 
Somerville,  MA  02145 

617.666.3830 


543  North  Shore  Road 
Revere,  MA  02151 

781.289.0885 


Somerville  location...  Orange  line  to  Sullivan  Station. 

Exit  platform  and  turn  left.  One  block  on  left. 


Discover 
what  we're 
all  about. 


Manage  your  career  the  BJ's  way! 
See  the  difference  that  working  with 
a  dynamic  and  exciting  wholesale 
industry  leader  makes. 

For  more  information  about  our 
opportunities,  or  about  joining  BJ's 
as  a  new  Team  Member,  please  visit 
our  website  at: 

www.bjs.com/about/careers 

At  BJ's,  we  value  diversity  in  our 
organization,  and  we  are  an  equal 
employment  opportunity  employer. 


/ 


BJ's  Wholesale  Club  has  opportunities  in 
the  following  areas  at  our  Home  Office 
in  Natick: 

•  ■■ 

■  Finance 

■  Sales  Operations 

■  Human  Resources 

■  Marketing 

■  Information  Technology 

■  Merchandising 

Field  Opportunities: 

■  Store 
Management 

■  Sales/ Marketing 


HADLEY  WEST  APARTMENTS 

515  Hadley  West  Drive 
Haverhill,  MA  01832 

978-373-9571 

TTY/TDD  -  Dial  711 


In  Haverhill  MA.,  is  accepting  applications  for  the 
WAITING  LIST  for  3  bedroom  apartments.  Appli¬ 
cations  will  be  available  on  Friday,  October  24; 
Saturday,  October  25;  and  Monday,  October  27, 
2008  from  9:30am  till  noon  and  1:30pm  till  4:00pm 
in  the  Management  Office.  Applicants  must  meet 
HUD  and  MassHousing  eligibility  requirements  re¬ 
garding  income  and  family  composition. 


Managed  by  SHP  Management  Corp. 
EQUAL  HOUSING  OPPORTUNITY 


IRVING  STREET  STUDIOS  in  Malden,  MA 
9  AFFORDABLE  LIVE/WORK  STUDIOS  FDR  ARTISTS 


PRE-SALE  LDTTERY 

Submit  applications  w/  bank  pre-approval  letter 
by  November  14th,  2DD8. 
Lottery  to  be  held  on  November  28th,  2DD8. 

For  applications  and  information,  visit 
www.irvingstreetstudins.cnm 
or  contact  the  Malden  Redevelopment  Authority 

at  781-324-5720. 


-Holmestead  Properties- 

Is  proud  to  offer  31  affordable  housing  condos 


♦  Great  Opportunity  for  Home  Ownership 

♦  1-2  Bedroom  Available  Starting  at  $130K 

♦  Well  Under  Market  Value 

♦  Completely  Remodeled 
Located  in  Natick,  MA  at: 

Natick  Village  «  Natick  Green  •  Deerfield  Forest 


1 1  For  more  information,  please  call  508.435.441 1 

ivww.NatickAffordable.com 


•  •: 


Town  of  Sudbury 

Single-Family  Detached  Homes 

and  other  future  opportunities 

Sudbury,  MA 

Affordable  Homeownership  Opportunity 
Three  BR  Homes,  Maximum  Price  $178,000 

Information  Session  November  6,  7pm, 

Goodnow  Library,  Sudbury 

Applications  accepted  through 
December  1,  2008  1pm 

Application  and  Information: 

The  Town  of  Sudbury 
HousinBfbSudburv.Ma.US 

278  Old  Sudbury  Rd 
Sudbury,  MA  01776 
978-639-3388 


-  Selection  by  lottery 
Income  and  Asset  Limits 
Use  and  Resale  Restrictions  Apply 


Affordable  Housing  Opportunity 


FIRST  COME  FIRST  SERVE 

I  MERRY  VILLAGE  I 


Town  of  Duxbury 


Local 
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High  Home 
Heating 


Asian  G.l.  Jane  Tells  Tales  of  Family, 
Heritage  and  Military 


By  Cody  Yiu 


There  May 
Be  Help 

"We  are  facing  a  crisis  situation  this 
coming  winter.  Hundreds  of  thousands 
of  our  neighbors  will  struggle  to  cover 
their  home  heating  costs.  Many  will  find 
themselves  without  heat  as  the  winter  pro¬ 
gresses  and  others  may  find  themselves  in 
unsafe  and  unhealthy  situations,"  pointed 
Joe  Diamond,  MASSCAP  Executive  Direc¬ 
tor. 

To  address  higher  than  ever  fuel  costs. 
Diamond  pointed  that  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  recently  allocated  additional  fuel  as¬ 
sistance  resources.  "The  good  news  is  that 
that  the  federal  government  has  increased 
the  fuel  assistance  allocation.  On  behalf  of 
the  people  we  serve  we  are  grateful  to  the 
Governor  and  our  entire  Congressional 
Delegation  for  fighting  for  more  fuel  as¬ 
sistance  resources,"  he  pointed. 

LIHEAP  (Low  Income  Home  Energy 
Assistance  Program)  is  funded  in  the 
federal  budget  bill  for  FY  09  at  $5.1  Billion 
-  almost  double  last  year's  amount.  The 
intent  of  the  language  of  the  Continuing 
Resolution  is  to  bring  home  heating  aid 
to  more  people.  Charlie  Harak  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Consumer  Law  Center  said  "the  CR 
allows  the  state  to  serve  more  low-income 
and  moderate  income  people  by  raising 
the  eligibility  level." 

The  federal  resource  ($173  million) 
along  with  the  $10  million  allocated  by  the 
Governor  and  the  legislature  in  August, 
a  total  of  $184  million  will  be  available 
this  coming  winter  for  fuel  assistance. 
Massachusetts  had  had  a  total  of  $139  M 
available  for  fuel  assistance  for  the  winter 
of  07 -08. 

With  the  added  resource  comes  more 
responsibility.  "With  oil  at  $3.00  a  gallon 
more  people  are  hurting  more  than  ever 
before,  including  elderly  people  on  fixed 
incomes  who  struggle  every  winter  with 
health  and  safety  issues  and  to  literally 
stay  in  their  homes,"  Harak  said. 

"Elders  have  been  worrying  about 
fuel  prices  for  months  running  up  to  this 
heating  season,"  said  A1  Norman,  Execu¬ 
tive  Director  of  Mass  Home  Care.  "Many 
elderly  households  cannot  afford  to 
pre-buy  their  fuel,  and  they  fear  what  will 
happen  if  prices  spike  again.  We  need  to 
protect  the  near  poor  if  oil  prices  climb  out 
of  reach." 

It  is  estimated  that  given  the  intent 
of  the  federal  budget  measure  -  to  serve 
more  people  in  need  at  higher  income 
levels  - 10  percent  to  20  percent  more 
people  in  need  could  be  served  this  year. 
All  together,  over  140,000  households  will 
receive  between  $1,100  and  $1,300  as  a 
maximum  benefit  -  an  amount  that  will, 
for  example  cover  at  most  a  tank  and  one- 
half  of  oil,  enough  to  get  people  through 
January  only. 

"While  the  benefit  level  is  the  highest 
we  have  seen  in  years,  energy  prices  are 
at  their  highest  and  we  are  serving  more 
people  than  ever.  We  very  much  appre¬ 
ciate  the  state's  allocation  of  $10  million 
and  we  hope  the  Governor  and  legislative 
leaders  will  retain  that  resource,"  said 
John  Cuneo,  MASSCAP  President  and 
Executive  Director  of  Community  Action 
Inc  in  Haverhill. 

Cuneo  said  that  advocates  understand 
that  the  state  revenues  are  such  that  the 
Governor  is  contemplating  budget  cuts. 
"Even  with  the  very  challenging  budget 
situation  we  face,  some  programs  -  pro¬ 
grams  that  meet  emergency  and  basic  sur¬ 
vival  needs  -  must  be  funded  adequately. 
Fuel  assistance  is  one  of  those  programs." 

"The  partnership  between  the  state 
and  federal  government  that  resumed  last 
year  in  addressing  home  heating  needs 
would  be  made  stronger  by  such  an  alloca- 


Many  Asian  cultures  place  high  value 
on  education--  conventional  wisdom  states 
that  doing  well  in  school  is  to  do  one's 
parents  proud.  Yet,  the  cost  of  higher 
education  can  be  more  of 
a  burden  than  a  bless¬ 
ing  to  many  American 
families.  It  is  rare  these 
days  for  one  to  finish 
college  without  finding 
oneself  in  some  serious 
debt.  Asian  Americans 
are  now  looking  to  join 
the  National  Guard  to  get 
college  education,  and  to 
get  paid  to  do  it. 

In  2003,  Jersouk 
Tuoy,  24,  a  second  gen¬ 
eration  Laos- American, 
decided  to  join  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  National  Guard 
to  pursue  a  debt-free 
college  education  as  well 
as  a  career  as  a  police  of-  -wl 
ficer.  But  her  immigrant 
parents  did  not  take  the 
news  well. 

"My  mom  said  to  me 
"You  are  going  to  die!"" 
said  Tuoy,  a  five-foot-two 
Massachusetts  native  who 
described  herself  as  a 
'Tomboy'  growing  up. 

Tuoy's  father,  who 
was  recruited  by  the 
Central  Intelligence 
Agency  to  fight  for  the 
U.S.  during  the  Vietnam  •  .  ; 

War,  wanted  his  daugh¬ 
ter  to  stay  at  home  until 
marriage  came  into  the 
picture.  But  the  apple  doesn't  fall  far 
away  from  the  tree—  his  daughter,  too, 
wanted  to  serve  this  country  through  mili¬ 
tary  service.  Tuoy  received  her  college 
degree  within  three  years  after  joining  the 
National  Guard.  Starting  out  her  career 
as  a  part-time  drug  officer,  Tuoy  is  now  a 
full  time  multi-service  police  officer  and  a 
recruiter.  She  has  also  move  up  the  ranks 
and  earned  the  title  of  Staff  Sergeant.  See¬ 
ing  how  Tuoy  has  grown  and  matured  in 
the  military,  her  father  began  to  open  up 
about  his  experience  in  Vietnam. 

"I  never  knew  any  of  this  until  very 
recently,"  Tuoy  said,  "I  am  so  surprised 
to  find  out  how  much  my  dad  had  done 
for  this  country."  After  immigrating  to 
the  United  States,  Tuoy's  father  has  been 
working  as  a  construction  worker  and  her 
mother  as  an  assembly  line  worker.  Her 
hard-working  family  managed  to  buy 
their  first  house  in  Middleborough  in  1997. 

By  signing  up  with  the  Massachusetts 
National  Guard,  Tuoy  received  a  hand¬ 
some  enlistment  bonus,  tuition  credits  for 
in-state  colleges  and  universities  and  a 
monthly  tax-free  check  in  the  mail.  Being 
a  recruiter,  Tuoy  is  able  to  reach  out  to 


other  children  of  immigrants  and  minori¬ 
ties  groups  that  are  underrepresented  in 
the  army. 

"The  most  represented  group  in  the 


Jersouk  Tuoy  (left)  and  William  Missiewicz  (right)  spoke  with  the  Sampan  about  the 
National  Guard  (Photo  by  Cody  Yiu) 

Massachusetts  National  Guard  is  Cauca¬ 
sian  male,"  said  William  Missiewicz,  com¬ 
munity  outreach  coordinator,  a  position 
that  was  created  April  this  year  to  boost 
workforce  diversity. 

As  of  2007,  out  of  the  7,828  members 
of  the  Massachusetts  National  Guard,  only 
123  are  of  Asian  descent;  in  other  words, 

1.3%  of  all  males  of  0.2%  of  females  are  of 
Asian  descent,  as  opposed  to  the  3%  male 
and  3%  female  within  the  state  of  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  Asian  population.  Not  only  is 
Tuoy  one  of  the  0.2%,  but  she  is  also  the 
only  female  Asian  recruiter  in  Massachu¬ 
setts. 

Missiewicz  said  while  it  is  the  vision 
of  the  Massachusetts  National  Guard  to 
increase  these  ethnic  and  gender  ratios  so 
that  they  are  proportionate  to  those  of  the 
civilian  workforce  within  the  state  of  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  the  primary  goal  of  his  job  is 
not  to  recruit,  but  to  inform  and  educate. 

"My  goal  is  to  inform  people  of  the 
variety  of  career  and  education  opportuni¬ 
ties  available  within  the  National  Guard," 

Missiewicz  said,  "we  have  more  than  150 
career  fields—  everything  from  engineering 
to  broadcast  journalism."  Once  enlisted, 


one  can  choose  to  pursue  formal  educa¬ 
tion  or  become  an  apprentice  with  a  trade 
union. 

"By  enrolling  in  Our  College  First 

Program,  a  new  member  is 
untouched  for  two  years, 
meaning  that  he  or  she  will 
not  be  mobilized  for  the  first 
two  years  with  the  National 
Guard  —  which  should  be 
good  news  to  the  Asian 
communities,"  Missiewicz 
said.  Hoping  to  understand 
the  reasons  behind  the  low 
enlistment  rates  among  the 
Asian  population,  Mis¬ 
siewicz  has  paid  visits  to 
various  immigrant  enclaves 
across  Massachusetts,  such 
as  the  Hmong  in  Law¬ 
rence  and  the  Vietnamese 
in  Dorchester,  and  is  now 
working  his  way  into  the 
Chinese  in  Boston  China¬ 
town. 

Recent  changes  in  im¬ 
migration  policy  make  it 
easier  for  qualified  military 
personnel  to  become  U.S. 
citizens  if  they  choose  to  file 
a  naturalization  application. 
U.S.  Citizenship  and  Immi¬ 
gration  Services  has  created 
a  streamlined  process  spe¬ 
cifically  for  military  person¬ 
nel  serving  in  active-duty 
status  or  have  recently  been 
discharged.  All  immigrants 
who  have  served  honorably 
on  active  duty  in  the  U.S. 
armed  forces  or  as  a  member 
of  the  Selected  Ready  Reserve  on  or  after 
Sept  11  2001  are  eligible  to  file  for  immedi¬ 
ate  citizenship  under  the  special  war  time 
provisions  in  section  329  of  the  Immigra¬ 
tion  and  Nationality  Act.  In  addition,  one 
still  needs  to  meet  the  general  qualifica¬ 
tions  of  good  moral  character,  knowledge 
of  the  English  language,  knowledge  of  US 
government  and  history  as  well  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  United  States  by  taking  an 
Oath  of  Allegiance  to  the  US  Constitution. 

Missiewicz  will  be  happy  to  talk  to 
community  groups  about  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  National  Guard.  He  can  be  reached 
at  william.missiewicz@us.army.mil. 


tion  and  made  even  stronger  still  if  state 
fuel  assistance  resources  were  provided 
through  a  state  budget  line  item  instead 
of  yearly  supplemental  budgets,"  noted 
Cuneo. 

Diamond  pointed  out  that  the  chal¬ 
lenge  we  face  has  many  dimensions 
including  safety.  "We  applaud  the  State 
Fire  Marshall  Steven  Coan  for  his  work  in 
bringing  important  messages  about  safety 
to  low-income  people.  The  Department 
of  Fire  Safety's  Keep  Safe-Keep  Warm 
Campaign  will  help  people  avoid  danger¬ 
ous  heating  situations  and  other  hazards 
like  carbon  monoxide  poisoning  that  arise 
when  people  become  more  and  more 
anxious  over  high  heating  costs,"  Dia¬ 
mond  added.  For  more  safety  information 
please  access  www.mass.gov/ dfs. 

Low-income  utility  customers  (those 
on  the  low-income  discount  rates)  are  very 
far  behind  on  their  bills  and  are  facing  ter¬ 
mination  of  utility  service.  Over  100,000 


low-income  customers  are  more  than 
60  days  behind  in  their  bills,  and,  in  the 
aggregate,  owe  over  $100  million  to  their 
electric  and  gas  utility  suppliers. 

"In  the  end,  fuel  assistance  helps 
keep  people  healthy  and  in  their  homes. 

It  is  a  basic  support  program,  a  housing 
program,  and  a  health  promotion  program 
all  in  one,"  Diamond  concluded. 

Alberto  Vasallo,  III,  will  be  the  Master 
of  Ceremonies  for  the  event  on  October 
15th.  He  is  the  Vice  President/ Chief 
Editor,  El  Mundo  and  hosts  both  Revista 
Hispana  and  Urban  Update  on  Channel  7. 

The  rally  will  be  in  the  Great  Hall 
in  the  State  House  and  start  at  9:30  am. 
Mike  Festa,  Secretary  of  Elder  Affairs  will 
speak;  the  State  Fire  Marshall's  office  will 
be  represented;  Kevin  Conroy,  the  Chief  of 
the  Attorney  General's  Business  &  Labor 
Bureau  will  make  a  presentation.  Other 
state  elected  and  appointed  officials  have 
been  invited.  A  crowd  of  over  300  people 


is  expected. 

The  sponsors  of  the  event  include  the 
Massachusetts  Association  for  Community 
Action,  Silver  Legislature,  Massachusetts 
Association  of  Older  Americans,  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  Home  Care,  Massachusetts 
Councils  on  Aging,  Massachusetts  Oil 
Heat  Council,  Massachusetts  Law  Reform, 
New  England  Fuel  Institute,  Conservation 
Law  Foundation,  Environment  North¬ 
east,  United  Way  of  Massachusetts  Bay  & 
Merrimack  Valley,  American  Red  Cross  of 
Massachusetts  Bay  and  National  Consum¬ 
er  Law  Center 

There  are  24  Community  Action 
Agencies  in  the  state  serving  every  city 
and  town  with  basic  support  service, 
early  education  and  training  services,  job 
training,  asset  formation,  and  advocacy 
services  to  over  500,000  low-income  and 
working  people.  Our  mission  is  to  end 
poverty  by  creating  economic  opportunity. 
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Property  Management  Co. 
seeking  Vietnamese  translator 
part  time  (20-24  hrs/week)  to 
translate  for  residents  at 
property  in  Dorchester. 


Vietnamese 

Translator 

Wanted 


Please  send/fax/email  resume  to: 

Peabody  Properties,  Inc.  Attn:  Diane  Wholey 
536  Granite  Street,  Braintree,  MA  02184. 

Fax:  781.794.1089  Email:dwholev@peabodvproperties.com 
Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


Exhibits 

Children  of  Hangzhou: 
Connecting  with  China 

Through  Jan  4,  2009 
At  the  Boston  Children’s 
Museum,  300  Congress  St., 
Boston. 

This  exhibition  is  devoted 
to  expanding  knowledge, 
understanding,  and  ap¬ 
preciation  of  contemporary 
China  through  life  in  Bos¬ 
ton’s  sister  City,  Hangzhou. 
Hours:  Daily  10:00AM 
-  5:00  PM  and  Friday  until 
9:00  PM. 

Admission:  $8  children  (2- 
15)  and  senior  citizens;  $10 
adults;  $2  one-year-olds; 
free  for  infants  under  1  and 
Museum  members;  and  $1 
all  visitors  on  Fridays,  5:00- 
9:00PM. 

For  info,  call  617-426-6500 
www.bostonchildrensmuse- 
um.org/china 

Stage  Idols,  Japanese 
Kabuki  Theater 

Through  Jan.  25,  2009 
With  its  dramatic  story¬ 
lines,  lavish  costumes  and 
celebrity  actors,  kabuki  was 


Interpretes 

Traductores 


SEEKING 

INTERPRETERS 

FOR  TODAY’S  HOSPITALS, 
OFFICES,  AND  COURTROOMS 


m 


ARE  YOU  FLUENT  IN  ENGLISH  AND: 

CHINESE,  PORTUGUESE,  OR  SPANISH? 

OUR  COMPREHENSIVE  CERTIFICATE  PROGRAMS— CONVENIENTLY 
OFFERED  ON  SATURDAYS— CAN  HELP  YOU  BUILD  A  REWARDING  CAREER 
AS  A  PROFESSIONAL  INTERPRETER. 


Classes  start  in  January  2009. 


BOSTON 

UNIVERSITY 


Boston  University  Metropolitan  College 
Center  for  Professional  Education 


bu.edu/professional/5069  I  1-866-633-9370  or  617-353-4497  I  Priority  Code  CPE5069 


the  perfect  inspiration  for 
Japanese  print  artists.  Stage 
Idols,  Japanese  Kabuki 
Theater  presents  a  stunning 
selection  of  woodblock 
prints  from  PEM’s  collec¬ 
tion,  many  on  view  for  the 
first  time.  The  exhibition 
features  a  rotating  selection 
of  over  forty  19th-century 
prints  as  well  as  rare  ka- 
buki-related  objects,  such  as 
costumes,  photographs  and 
advertising. 

General  museum  admission: 
Adults  $15;  seniors  $13; 
students  $11 
866-745-1876 
www.pem.org 

Books 

Book  Reading  by  Leslie  T. 
Chang 

Oct  20 
7:00pm 

Porter  Square  Books 
25  White  St,  Cambridge 
617-491-2220 
In  “Factory  Girls:  From  Vil¬ 
lage  to  City  in  a  Changing 
China,”  former  Wall  Street 
Journal  Beijing  correspon¬ 
dent  and  first-generation 
Chinese  American  Leslie 
T.  Chang  tells  the  story  of 
factory  workers  who  labor 
countless  hours  to  provide 
us  with  the  material  goods 
we  take  for  granted.  She 
followed  two  young  wom¬ 
en  over  the  course  of  three 
years  as  they  attempted  to 
rise  from  the  assembly  lines 
of  a  sweltering  industrial 
city  in  the  Pearl  River  Delta, 
www.portersquarebooks. 
com 

Performance 

Sound  of  the  Ocean  by  U 
Theatre  Taiwan 

Oct  25 
8:00pm 

John  Hancock  Hall,  180 
Berkeley  St,  Boston 
U  Theatre  Taiwan  presents 
a  riveting  performance  that 
integrates  ancient  drum¬ 
ming,  martial  arts,  drama, 
dance  and  music. 

Tickets:  $20  -  $35 
781-259-8195 
www.chineseperformin- 
garts.net 

The  Golden  Lotus 

Oct  29-Nov  2 
Wed/Thu/Fri/Sat  at 
8:00pm,  Sat  &  Sun  at 
2:00pm  at  Smith  College, 
Mendenhall  Center  for  the 
Performing  Arts,  Theatre  14, 
Northampton. 


HIRING?  YOUR  WANTED  AD  CAN  BE  HERE. 

CALL  SAMPAN  NEWSPAPER  ADVERTISING  AT  617-426-9492  X206 


The  Chinese  Historical  Society  of  New  England 
(CHSNE)  is  seeking  a  part-time  Office  Man¬ 
ager  (approximately  20  hours  a  week)  to  pro¬ 
vide  administrative  support  to  the  board  of 
directors  and  the  organization.  CHSNE  is  a 
non-profit  community  organization  which  is 
dedicated  to  documenting,  preserving  and 
promoting  the  history  and  legacy  of  Chinese 
immigration  and  settlement  in  New  England. 

For  more  information,  please  visit  our  website  at 

www.chsne.org 

Please  email  letters  of  interest  and  resume  to 

chsneboston@gmail.com  or 
fax:  617-338-9339 

_ 1-  _ _ 


www.qcc.edu 

Quinsigamond  Commi 

Dental  Hygiene  Faculty 

(Spring  Term) 

Quinsigamond  Community  College  needs  an  experienced  Dental  Hygiene 
educator  for  this  coming  spring  term  beginning  on  January  20, 2009.  A  Masters 
Degree  in  Dental  Hygiene  or  related  discipline,  licensure  as  a  RDH  or  eligible 
and  a  minimum  of  three  (3)  years  of  dental  hygiene  clinical  experience 
are  required. 

This  faculty  position  is  full  time  with  a  competitive  salary  and  an  outstanding 
state  benefit  package. 

Please  visit  our  website  at  WWW.qCC.edu  for  information  about 
our  college,  a  complete  job  description  and  application  procedure.  All 

’  November!, ' 


applicants  must  apply  online  by 


,  2008  for  consideration. 


QCC  is  an  equal  opportunity  affirmative  action  college  supporting  diversity  and  a 
member  of  die  Colleges  of  the  Worcester  Consortium. 

 www.qcc.edu 


Celebrated  Chinese  director 
and  writer  Wang  Yan- 
song  will  direct  he  world 
premiere  of  his  new  play. 
The  Golden  Lotus,  based 
on  a  classical  Chinese  novel, 
Jin  Ping  Mei,  from  the 
late  Ming  Dynasty.  Play 
reinterprets  many  of  the 
book’s  characters,  including 
Golden  Lotus — beautiful, 
cold,  scheming  adulteress; 
Ping’er — pure,  calm,  loving 
wife;  and  Wu  Song — up¬ 
right,  unflappable  heroic 
tiger  slayer.  While  explor¬ 
ing  sexual  politics  and 
gender  roles  in  traditional 
Chinese  society,  the  play  is 
also  an  allegory  of  hu¬ 
man  corruption  whose 
characters  grapple  with 
love  and  seduction,  loyalty 
and  treachery,  ambition 
and  revenge — and  ghostly 
intervention. 

Tickets;  $8,  $5  students  & 
seniors.  For  infor  call  413- 
585-2787  or  visit  www. 
smith.edu/smitharts 

Film 

Boston  Asian  American 
Film  Festival 

The  festival  includes  20 
films  and  videos,  13  of 
which  will  be  Boston  pre¬ 
mieres;  9  screening  events; 

8  venues;  8  of  the  film¬ 
makers  in  attendance;  and 
21  community  presenting 
partners.  The  complete  list 
of  screenings  and  films  are 
available  at:  aarw.org/ 
baaff2008 

Featured  Films  and  Videos 
Saturday,  October  18.  8pm 
Planet  B-Boy 
2007  |  95  mins  |  Docu¬ 
mentary 

Director:  Benson  Lee 
BCNC/Josiah  Quincy 
School,  Chinatown 

Sunday,  Oct  19  6:00pm 

Hollywood  Chinese:  The 
Chinese  in  American 
Feature  Films 

2007  |  90  mins  |  Docu¬ 
mentary 

Director:  Arthur  Dong 
Museum  of  Fine  Arts 

Monday,  Oct  20,  7:00pm 
WOMYN’S  NIGHT 
The  Grace  Lee  Project  | 

Documentary 
Director:  Grace  Lee 
Simmons  College/Paresky 
Conference  Center 

Wednesday,  Oct  22,  7pm 

Kissing  Cousins 


Q&A  after  screening  with 
producer,  Manish  Coyal 

2007  |  98  mins  |  Comedy 
Director:  Amyn  Kaderali 
MIT/Room  26-100 

Thursday.  October  23,  7pm 
IMMIGRANT  RIGHTS  ARE 
HUMAN  RIGHTS 
Straight  Refugees  |  Docu¬ 
mentary 

Director:  Ian  White 
Location  TBA 

Saturday,  October  25  2pm 
Vincent  Who? 

Q&A  with  filmmaker  and 
activist  Curtis  Chin 

2008  |  48  mins  |  Docu¬ 
mentary 

Directors:  Tony  Lam  and 
Curtis  Chin 
Northeastern  Univer¬ 
sity/220  Dockser  Hall,  65 
Forsyth  St. 

Saturday,  Oct  25,  8:00pm 

West  32nd 

2007  |  86  mins  |  Drama 
Director:  Michael  Kang 
Harvard  University/ 
Boylston  Hall-  Fong  Audi¬ 
torium 

Sunday,  Oct  26  at  5:30pm 
Santa  Mesa 
Q&A  with  Producer,  Phil 
Lam 

2007  |  82  mins  |  Drama 
Director:  Ron  Morales 
The  Brattle  Theatre 

Shorts 

Monday,  Oct  20,  7:00pm 
WOMYN’S  NIGHT 
Too  Much  Plaid  |  Dra¬ 
matic  Comedy 
Director:  Caroline  Le  (will 
be  present) 

Simmons  College/Paresky 
Conference  Center 

Thursday,  Oct  23,  7:00pm 
IMMIGRANT  RIGHTS  ARE 
HUMAN  RIGHTS 
Look  Again  |  Action- 
Drama 

Director:  Jennifer  Lin  (will 
be  present) 

Help  Save  Maryland  From 
What?  |  Documentary 
Directors:  Eric  Byler  &  An¬ 
nabel  Park 
Location  TBA 

Friday,  Oct  24,  8:00pm 
GOOD  THINGS  COME  IN 
SHORT  PACKAGES 
2006-2008  |  95  mins  |  9 
Shorts 

Q&A  with  three  of  the  di¬ 
rectors  follow  this  screening 
BCNC/Josiah  Quincy 
School  Chinatown 


Newton  Public  Schools 


GUIDANCE  DEPARTMENT  HEAD 
Newton  North  High  School 

Newton’s  educational  philosophy  includes 
a  strong  commitment  to  academic  excellence,  respect  for 
differences,  quality  professional  development  and  high  levels  of 
communication  among  students,  staff,  parents,  and  community. 

With  a  current  enrollment  of  1800  students,  Newton  North  High 
School  seeks  a  skilled  professional  with  five  years’  experience  in 
guidance  and  related  Master’s  Degree  to  lead  the  department. 

The  Newton  Public  Schools  is  a  full  inclusion  school  system 
serving  over  11,500  students  in  fifteen  elementary  (k-5), 
four  middle  (6-8),  and  two  high  (9-12)  schools.  Both  Newton 
North  and  Newton  South  High  Schools  have  an  academically 
challenging  curriculum  with  an  unusual  breadth  of  programming 
across  all  grade  levels  and  disciplines. 

This  position  is  available  July  1,  2009 
or  earlier  for  the  right  candidate. 


Application  deadline  is  November  10,  2008 

Apply  via  our  website: 

www.newton.kl2.  ma.us 

We  encourage  applications  from  candidate,  who  have  a  strong  commitment  to  active  anu-racism.  AA/E0E 
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120  KINGSTON  STREET  ft±«8ii2«K 

ARTICLE  85  DEMOLITION  DELAY  $85fft8ijlifi& 


Meeting  will  take  place  on  Monday, 

October  20th  2008  at  6:00  PM 

Hosted  by  the  Chinatown  Neighborhood  Council 

90  Tyler  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111 


^ii&Ptl]  :  2008^10)3 20  0*18-1^468$ 

itfeSA  :  *±iJim$r&90§& 


Project  Proponent:  Hudson  Group  North  America  LLC 

Project  Description:  120  Kingston  Street,  located  in  Boston's  Chinatown.  The  developer  plans 
to  construct  a  24  story  mixed-use  building  with  147  dwelling  units  and  95  parking  spaces.  As 
part  of  the  proposal,  the  proponent  is  partnering  with  the  Chinese  Economic  Development 
Council  (CEDC)  to  develop  a  12  story,  48  residential  unit  affordable  housing  development 
located  at  12  Oxford  Street  in  the  Chinatown  Neighborhood.  Construction  will  require  the 
demolition  of  the  remnant  Dainty  Dot  Building,  located  on  the  120  Kingston  Street  site.  The 
public  is  invited  to  attend  a  presentation  by  the  developer  and  express  their  opinions  on  the 
proposed  demolition  of  the  building. 
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Comments  to:  The  Boston  Landmarks  Commission 
Boston  City  Hall,  Room  805 
Boston,  MA  02201 
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First  Time  Homebuyer  Workshop 
(in  Cantonese)  -  Nov  1  &  2,  10AM-3PM 
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38  Oak  Street,  Boston  MA  021 1 1  ((gjiAlg/The  Metropolitan) 
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#ffl#M5t?eSS5B  Amy#/J\5a  For  more 
information,  please  call  (617)  482-2380  ext.  205 
or  e-mail  chop@asiancdc.org  today! 

Sign  up  today! 


First  Time  Homebuyer  Education 
Workshop  features  guest  speakers 
including:  Mortgage  Originator,  Real  Estate 
Broker,  Home  Inspector,  Insurance  agent, 
and  Real  Estate  Attorney.  They  will  assist 
potential  homebuyers  in  learning  all 
aspects  of  the  homebuying  process: 


Steps  in  the  Horlebuying  process, 
including  finding  best  housing  options, 
creating  a  budget,  preparing  your 
credit,  and  choosing  the  right 
mortgage  r  «/|  j  § 
s  Learn  aboufspecialloan  programs; 
s  Learnjiow  about  pffordable  housing 

Leant  how  to  apply- for  the  BCHI  funds  for 
down  payments  or  closing  cost  assistance. 
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HELP  HABITAT  BUILD  A  HOME 

jrrr your faMuly 


Habitat 

for  Humanity  ' 

Greater  Boston 


We're  building 
ten  new  2  and  3  bedroom 
condos  at  350  Blue  Hill  Ave.  in  Dorchester. 

CALL  TODAY!  Applications  available 
Nov.  1  -  Nov.  25,  due  Dec.  2 ,  2008. 

•  Call  for  an  application  :  (61 7)  423-2223 

•  Download  one  off  our  website: 
www.habitatboston.org 

•  Or  pick  one  up  in  person  at: 

•  The  Roxbury  Multi-Service  Center 
31 7  Blue  Hill  Ave.,  Boston  MA  02121 

•  Habitat  for  Humanity  Greater  Boston 
240  Commercial  Street,  4th  Floor, 
Boston  MA  02109 


Only  Habitat  accepts  300 

hours  of  work  on  your  home  as 
your  down  payment. 

Only  Habitat  will  give  a  0% 

interest  mortgage  until  you  own 
your  home. 

Only  Habitat  can  sell  homes 
to  very  low  income  families 
(household  incomes  must  fall 
between  $29,000  and  $76,750 
depending  on  family  size; 
homes  will  cost 


$100,000  to  $150,000 
depending  on 
household  income). 
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INFORMATION  SESSIONS: 


Asian  Community  Development  Corp. 

Roxbury  Multi-Service  Center 

38  Oak  Street,  Chinatown 

317  Blue  Hill  Ave.,  Dorchester 

Wednesday  Nov.  5,  6-8pm 

Wednesday  Nov.  12, 6-7pm 
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